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Optogen® Herbicide for Applications in Onions  

 

Active Ingredients per gallon:  1.67 lbs Bicyclopyrone per gallon  

Site of Action Group:  Group 27 

Key Target Weeds: Optogen is a systemic herbicide with selective contact and residual control of many broadleaf 
weeds, and partial control of some grasses.  Key weeds controlled PRE include lambsquarters, black nightshade, 
pigweeds, common ragweed, and velvetleaf.  Key weeds controlled POST include henbit, black nightshade, 
pigweeds, common and giant ragweed, and velvetleaf.    

Application Timing and Rates:  PRE:  2.6 – 3.5 fl oz/A; or Post-Directed/Row Middle:  3.5 fl oz/A. 

 

Crop Rotation Interval:  0 day replant for onion and corn.  4 months for small grains.  10 months for alfalfa, 
potato, and soybean.  See label for specific intervals for other crops.   
 
Maximum Amount of Product per Season:  3.5 fl oz/A (0.045 lb ai/A) 
 
Recommended Adjuvants:  For PRE applications where weeds are present, any adjuvant is permitted.  For PRE 
applications, MSO is better than COC is better than NIS.  When tank mixed, refer to the adjuvant requirements for 
tank mix partners.  Adding AMS at 8.5 – 17 lb/gal of water typically provides better weed control.  For POST 
applications, add NIS or COC at 1 qt/100 gallons of water.     

 

Pre-Harvest Interval:  21 days for green onions, 45 days for bulb onions 
 
Restricted-Entry Interval (REI):  24 hours   
 
Application Instructions:   

- PRE:  apply after planting but BEFORE onion emergence ONLY on MUCK soils. 
- POST-Directed/Row Middle:  apply after onion emergence or transplanting ONLY on MUCK soils.  

Avoid contact with onion foliage.  Use of hooded/shielded sprayer will minimize potential crop injury.   
- For optimal control, make applications to SMALL (<2”) weeds.   
- Do not make more than one application per crop per year. 

 
Use Restrictions:  Not for sale or use in Nassau or Suffolk counties in NY.  No aerial application.  Do not apply 
through any type of irrigation.  Only for use on MUCK soils.  Do not use on mineral soils.  FAILURE TO FOLLOW 
DIRECTIONS AND PRECAUTIONS ON THE LABEL MAY RESULT IN CROP INJURY, POOR WEED 
CONTROL, AND/OR ILLEGAL RESIDUES.  
 

JC 4/25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


